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Queens Hall Arts Centre, Hexham (2004, 1998). He has participated in group exhibitions at the 
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Observer (1975–98), having previously written for the Financial Times, The Listener, and 
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Freud, The Lives of Lucian Freud: Youth 1922–1968 (Bloomsbury, 2019) and Fame 1968–2011 
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and Pitmen Painters (Chatto & Windus, 1988), his critical biography of the Ashington Group, 
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Curatorial projects include major exhibitions of Lucian Freud at Museo Correr, Venice 
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1989–present Founding Trustee, The Ashington Group (Pitmen Painters)
1998–1975 Chief Art Critic, The Observer, London, UK
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1975–1971 Art Critic, Newcastle Journal and The Listener, UK
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Select Exhibitions (Artist)

2026 Before the Mountain, YveYANG Gallery, New York, NY
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2013 Berwick Watchtower Gallery, Northumberland, UK
2013, 2007 Queen’s Hall Gallery, Hexham, Northumberland, UK
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2010 Northumbria Gallery, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK
2005 Piers Feetham Gallery, London, UK
1992 Cadogan Contemporary, London, UK
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2006 Freud and Auerbach, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK
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— Museo Correr, Venice, Italy (2005)
— Wallace Collection, London, UK (2004)
— Fundació “la Caixa”, Barcelona, Spain (2003–2002)
— Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, US (2003–2002)
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1979 The Ashington Group, Beijing, China
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2019 The Lives of Lucian Freud: The Restless Years, 1922–1968, Bloomsbury
2009 Frank Auerbach, Rizzoli
2007 Lucian Freud, Rizzoli
1988 The Pitmen Painters, Chatto & Windus
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1983 Art Critic of the Year
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Collaborated with Jake Auerbach on films including Lucian Freud: Portraits (2004), Allen 
Jones: Women and Men (2007), and The Last Art Film (2012) 
Inspired Lee Hall’s play The Pitmen Painters (Live Theatre, Newcastle upon Tyne, 2007; Royal 
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Conducted one of the first interviews with Lucian Freud: “The Artist out of his Cage”, Observer 
Review (1992) on the artist’s 70th birthday; later re-published in the catalog for Freud’s 
exhibition at Museum für Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt
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