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5 Attempts to Write About Liste, Art
Basel's Emerging-Art Satellite

An art critic's paintings are celebrated, a young artist
is making dough (actual dough), and more.
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An installation view of YveYang’s booth at Liste, with paintings by William Feaver on view.
Courtesy YveYang



2. Coming of Age

Until 2013, William Feaver would have been prohibited from exhibiting at the Liste
art fair in Basel, Switzerland, which used to forbid exhibitors from showing artists
over 40. Even a couple years ago, dealers had to pay extra to show those 40 or
older.

Thank goodness those rules are gone. Feaver is 83, and he has a display of sharp,
modestly scaled paintings at YveYang Gallery, of New York. They present verdant
landscapes in England in thick, brushy oil, edging toward abstraction.

To Brits, Feaver’s name may be familiar. He was the chief art critic for the Observer
from 1975 to 1998, and he has written books on giants like Lucian Freud and
Frank Auerbach. But he’s only rarely displayed his rough-hewn paintings. After
coming across them online, Yang tracked him down and did “a five-hour marathon
studio visit” at his home in London, she said.

Tough and strange little paintings, they are spaciously installed, an antidote to
some of the more visually cacophonous presentations at Liste. “Initially we did a
crazy design for the show, and then after we got here, we thought maybe we
should do a very classic one,’ Yang said, “because a classic booth can probably
stand out.”
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