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Fair warning, these gallery showings are not for the faint of heart.
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“Talisman”

Where: YveYANG

When: Through March 7

Why It’s Worth a Look: In such a demystified world, is there still room for wonder, myth, and 

reverence? The latest group show at YveYANG Gallery, curated by Hindley Wang, explores the 

concept of enchantment in all its lusty, symbolic weirdness. Heidi Lau’s ossified ceramics imply 

an alien anatomy while Kiki Smith’s bronze snails and cats evoke a world of fables. Creatures 

and hybrid forms appear again and again from E’wao Kagoshima’s aquatic fantasies or Alastair 

MacKinven’s pastel dreams.

Know Before You Go: The show’s title comes from an 1831 Honoré de Balzac novel in which a 

man finds a magical charm that grants him any wish but shrinks down with each successive use. 

It later inspired the decaying painting from The Picture of Dorian Gray (which, let’s face it, would 

look far better in a gallery than the original talisman—a piece of skin from a wild ass.)


